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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

B.P.J, by her next friend and mother, 
HEATHER JACKSON 

Plaintiff, 
v. 

WEST VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION, HARRISON COUNTY BOARD 
OF EDUCATION, WEST VIRGINIA 
SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
COMMISSION, W. CLAYTON BURCH in his 
official capacity as State Superintendent, 
DORA STUTLER in her official capacity as 
Harrison County Superintendent, PATRICK 
MORRISEY in his official capacity as Attorney 
General, and THE STATE OF WEST 
VIRGINIA 

Defendants. 

Case No. 2:21-cv-00316 
 

Hon. Joseph R. Goodwin 
 

 
 

LAINEY ARMISTEAD’S DECLARATION 
IN SUPPORT OF MOTION TO INTERVENE 

 
 

I, Lainey I. Armistead, under penalty of perjury, declare as follows: 

1. I am a twenty-one-year-old resident of Charleston, West Virginia, in 

Kanawha County, and have personal knowledge of the information below. 

2. I am a junior and female athlete at West Virginia State University 

(WVSU) in Charleston, West Virginia, where I compete on the women’s soccer team. 

Soccer is my passion and life-defining pursuit. 
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Athletics Background 

3. I come from a family of talented athletes. My dad was a multi-sport 

athlete in high school and an All-American soccer player in college. He later coached 

club soccer. My mom was a high school and collegiate cheerleader. Two of my 

brothers  went on to play soccer in college.  

4. Soccer was like the air I breathed growing up. I first kicked a soccer 

ball at three years old—almost as soon as I could walk. I grew up playing pick-up 

soccer games with my brothers, being coached by my dad on technique, and 

cheering at soccer matches alongside my family.  

5. I started playing on club soccer teams in my home state of Kentucky at 

age seven and continued competing on club teams through the end of my high 

school career.  

6. I was excited to enjoy success on those club soccer teams. When I was 

just nine years old, my club soccer team won the indoor U.S. Youth Futsall National 

Championships—which is the largest and most prestigious indoor youth soccer 

competition in the country. It was an unforgettable experience.  

7. I later went on to help my club soccer team win state championships 

during my freshman and sophomore years of high school. Those wins pushed me to 

try even harder. 
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8. Also during my sophomore year of high school, I had the honor of being 

selected from my club soccer team (Kentucky Fire) as one of only 20 girls in the 

nation to be invited to compete in a showcase soccer event in Las Vegas. 

9. In addition to club soccer, I also competed on my school’s middle school 

and high school soccer teams. One of my favorite memories from that time was 

helping my high school soccer team win the state championship during my 

freshman year of high school. 

Competing in Women’s Collegiate Athletics 

10. It was my dream to play soccer in college. And I hoped my hard work 

would pay off with a college scholarship. I know, however, that athletic scholarships 

are limited and competitive.  

11. After visiting approximately ten different colleges, I decided to visit 

West Virginia State University (WVSU), a public state university. I immediately 

knew this was where I wanted to attend college and I committed the same day.  

12. WVSU offered me a soccer scholarship to compete on its women’s 

soccer team. That scholarship helps pay for my education and brings me one step 

closer to my dream of being a lawyer someday. 

13. Without a scholarship, I likely would have attended a college in my 

hometown and been saddled with school loans. My athletic scholarship opened the 

door for me to attend the school of my choice. 
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14. WVSU is an NCAA Division II soccer team and competes in the NCAA 

Mountain East Conference. 

15. There are 11 players per team (22 players total) on the soccer field at 

any given time, though teams may have two or three times that many players total. 

Those 11 starting positions are highly coveted and competitive. 

16. Team players are grouped into four general categories:  

a. the front, or attacking positions, which are called strikers; 

b. the midfielder positions; 

c. the defender positions; 

d. and the goalie. 

17. I play starting left wingback on the soccer field, which is a defender 

position. But I “attack” a lot, which means I run up and down the field much of the 

game.  

18. I also have the privilege of serving as team captain. This is a 

leadership position that is voted on by both players and coach, and has 

responsibilities that include organizing the team, determining what jerseys to wear, 

serving as liaison between the players and coaches, and also serving as liaison 

between the players and referee. 

19. In 2020, I received the Stinger Award for “Female Teammate of the 

Year” in WVSU women’s soccer.  

20. Due to COVID, I will still have two additional years of NCAA 

eligibility after I graduate with my BA from WVSU.  
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21. My teammates and I train hard to win. We do running drills, 

weightlifting, and watch replay videos of our prior games to evaluate how we can 

improve. 

22. But it is not always easy. I have made many sacrifices over the course 

of my athletic career  to play the sport that I love. I have missed school dances and 

spring breaks; family events; and friends’ birthdays. I have given up my weekends 

and free time. I stay at school late for practice and get up early to train.  

23. But I make these sacrifices because I want to be the best that I can be. 

I want to win—not just for myself, but also for my teammates. And it is that love of 

winning that helps me press through when the going gets tough. 

24. I love my sport. It’s exhilarating to see all the training and hard work 

that we put in at practice pay off on the field.  

25. Soccer is called the “beautiful sport”—and for good reason. It is the 

most played sport in the world. Like music, soccer transcends culture. You can play 

a pick-up game of soccer with anyone regardless of language or background. 

26. But soccer is also beautiful because it takes incredible teamwork to 

achieve a win. Soccer is a 90-minute game. It is much more difficult for women to 

run nonstop for a full 90-miuntes than it is for men. As a result, women’s soccer 

games are different than men’s. We have to be more cohesive. We pass the ball 

more, communicate more, and rely on our teammates more. But rather than a 

downside, I see teamwork as a thing of beauty. I love accomplishing things as a 

group. And when I step on the field with those ten other women, I know they have 
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my back and I have theirs. We play hard for each other. As a result, my teammates 

have become some of my closest friends.  

27. Soccer also taught me life skills like mental and physical toughness, 

perseverance, and good sportsmanship. It taught me that hard work and discipline 

pay off. It taught me the value of teamwork. It provided leadership opportunities 

that will benefit my future career. It opened new financial opportunities, such as 

benefitting from my image and likeness. And it has given me something to strive 

for. 

Safety Concerns in Soccer 

28. Soccer is a rough contact sport, and injuries are common among female 

athletes. 

29. From my own observations, concussions, knee injuries, and ankle 

injuries are the most common injuries incurred by soccer players. In the first couple 

games of the WVSU 2021 soccer season alone, members of my team suffered all 

three of these injuries. 

30. Playing a rough contact sport with other girls is one thing. But having 

played pick-up soccer games with my brothers and street soccer with men, I have 

realized that playing a rough contact sport with men is entirely different. 

31. Males have advantages of strength, speed, and size in soccer. They 

compete at a faster pace. They kick the ball harder. Their physical frames are 

generally larger.  
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32. Thankfully, I can enjoy a casual pick-up game of soccer with men 

because they take it easier on me. They do not go “all-in” because they know they 

could hurt me. But if a male was seriously competing and making full use of his 

strength, speed, and size in a soccer match against me, based on my long experience 

playing competitive team soccer, I would be more worried about being injured by 

that male than if I were competing against another female. 

Fairness in Women’s Sports 

33. A couple years ago, I heard about female track athletes in Connecticut 

who lost to biological males competing in their races. I learned that these two males 

won 15 women’s state championship titles in girls’ high school track and field. I was 

appalled and heartbroken for those girls. It felt so unfair. But I was thankful that 

those athletes had the courage to stand up. 

34. I also heard that a male who competed on the University of Montana 

men’s team track and cross-country team began competing in women’s cross-

country and track events and displaced collegiate female athletes. 

35. So when I heard that West Virginia’s legislature passed the Save 

Women’s Sports Act to protect the integrity of women’s sports, I enthusiastically 

supported it. 

36. I never dreamed this would be an issue in West Virginia. And I never 

thought this issue could personally impact my competition till I learned a lawsuit 

had been filed against the new West Virginia law to protect women’s sports. 
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37. Getting involved in this lawsuit was a weighty decision. I sought a lot 

of counsel and considered my options carefully before deciding to become involved in 

a case of this public importance and controversy. 

38. And I know from my own experience in friendly competitions against 

men that facing a male in a soccer game would change the entire dynamics on the 

field and pose not just fairness but safety concerns, as well. 

39. If forced to compete against a male athlete, I would have to face the 

hard decision of competing on an unfair playing field with heightened safety risks, 

or not competing at all. 

40. A single male on my team could displace me or one of my teammates 

from a starting position—or a position on the field at all. 

41. Even if the male athlete was on my team—arguably giving my team an 

advantage—I would treat that individual with respect and kindness, but it would 

still be unfair to displace a female athlete from her place on the field or from that 

position. And it also would not be fair to the female players on the opposing team. 

42. Allowing males into women’s athletics allows a person with a male 

body to take opportunities away from female athletes—whether that is a spot on the 

team, a starting position on the field, an athletic scholarship, the opportunity to 

benefit from her likeness, or recognition and awards—and is contrary to the entire 

purpose of women’s sports. 

43. Women’s sports exist to give girls like me a chance to compete in sports 

on a level playing field. 
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44. Women have worked so hard to be taken seriously on the athletic level.  

45. I fear that too many women feel pressured to remain silent about their 

beliefs. 

46. I want other little girls in the future, or my own daughters, to not have 

to worry about competing against males. I also fear that girls in the future might 

consider not playing at all if they feel they cannot win against a physically superior 

male. Winning is the motivation for a lot of us who played sports for years.  

47. I believe that protecting fairness in women’s sports is a women’s rights 

issue. This isn’t just about fair play for me: it’s about protecting fairness and safety 

for female athletes across West Virginia. It’s about ensuring that future generations 

of female athletes are not discriminated against but have access to the same equal 

athletic opportunities that shaped my life. 

48. Being an athlete in college has made me even more passionate about 

the sport that I play. I want fairness and equality in sports. And I want to ensure 

those standards are protected for other girls, too. 

 

 Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

 ____________________________________ 
Lainey I. Armistead 
Dated: 

 
September 9, 2021
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